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Many celebrate 100th 
birthday of Veteran, hero
Family, friends, community leaders, elected offi-
cials and more traveled near and far to  Holly
Grove Baptist Church to  pay tribute, salute and
honor Montell “Keno” Ginery on his 100th birth-
day. He is the oldest, active, living member,
Trustee,  and Black History honoree. Mr. Gingery
celebrated with his wife of 72 years, Mrs. Vernedia
Gingery, 96. Guest presenters included Ripley
City Mayor Jon Pavletic, who gave Gingery a Key
to the City, Lauderdale County Mayor Maurice
Gaines, who presented a Lauderdale County
proclamation, State Rep. Chris Hurt, who present-
ed the Centenarian Award from Tennessee Gov.
Bill Lee, Master Sgt. Ronnie Elder, Lauderdale
County Veterans Officer, who presented certifi-
cates as the oldest living Veteran in Lauderdale
County, Forever Young Senior Veterans
Organization of Cordova, who presented a per-
sonalized Army jacket, WWII Veterans Cap and
medal. Bank of Ripley was represented with a
bouquet of flowers. A reception followed this joy-
ous occasion. God blessed his longevity.

Court names more indictments
By Jay Heath
Lauderdale County Circuit
Court released several more
indictments this week. The
Grand Jury met Feb. 4, but
the court does not announce
indictments until those
charged have been taken
into custody. Indictments
listed this week include:
• Trayvon Antwone

Campbell, three counts of
criminal simulation and one
count of forgery
• Alfred Conrad, III, two
counts of aggravated assault
and one count of possession
of a prohibited weapon

• Christopher M. Kissell,
two counts of aggravated
assault and one count of
possession of a prohibited
weapon
• Charles Edwards, deliv-
ery of cocaine less than .5
grams in a Drug Free Zone
• Ameisha Kirkland, deliv-
ery of cocaine less than .5
grams in a Drug Free Zone
• Alexander Hart, attempt-
ed possession of contraband
in a penal institution
• Vincent B. Farmer, two
counts of delivery of
cocaine less than .5 grams,
delivery of hydrocodone

• Paul T. Hudson, delivery
Schedule II less than .5
grams in a Drug Free Zone
• Jakeil Daquon King,

delivery of cocaine less than
.5 grams in a Drug Free
Zone, delivery of cocaine .5
grams or more in a Drug
Free Zone, delivery of oxy-
codone in a Drug Free Zone
• Michael Dewayne Land,
felony failure to appear and
felony escape
• Leviticus Mann, delivery
of cocaine .5 grams or more,
delivery of cocaine less than
.5 grams
• Willie McCadney, deliv-

ery of cocaine less than .5
grams in a Drug Free Zone
• Dwayne Mosier, delivery
of counterfeit controlled
substance
• Dwayne Mosier, delivery
of hydrocodone in a Drug
Free Zone
• Penny Mosier, delivery of
hydrocodone in a Drug Free
Zone
• Michael Lee Shannon,

delivery of Schedule II less
than .5 grams in a Drug Free
Zone
• Michelle Weaver, felony
failure to appear, felony
escape

Evans signs with Bethel
Ripley High School senior Bryant Evans signed with
Bethel University last Wednesday during National Signing
Day. Pictured at the event are, from left, RHS football
Coach Justin Cruse, Evans, and his mother, Nikki Evans.

Tiger football
sees one sign
By Jay Heath
One of the things the Ripley High School football
team needed to change most began its change last
week as senior star Bryant Evans signed a scholar-
ship to play football at Bethel University.
“This is a really big deal,” RHS football Coach
Justin Cruse told a crowd of teammates, friends and
family members gathered to watch Evans sign on
National Signing Day on Wednesday. “Bryant has
battled a lot of injuries, but now he’s able to play
football, and most importantly get an education.”  
Evans who played defensive end and offensive
line in high school, said Bethel coaches have indi-
cated he will play defensive tackle and nose guard
on the next level. He hopes his signing inspires
more athletes to get to the college level, like the
program did in the early 2000s frequently.
“I think we’ll have a lot of kids coming through
who will do it,” Evans said.
Evans’ mother, Nikki Evans, said her son earned
the chance to continue to play football.
“He’s had a passion for football since the eighth
grade,” Ms. Evans said. “I knew he’d go far. He’s
a good kid, a good player and a good student.”

Yard and Garden Expo is this weekend
Master Gardeners of Lauderdale County have had the last planning meeting
for the first ever Yard and Garden Expo, which will be held Saturday, Feb. 16,
at Ripley First Baptist Church Life Center from 9 a.m. until noon. They have
three speakers planned for the morning, starting with Dr. Chris Cooper,
Chris Crosby and Carol Reese. The morning will conclude with a Seed Swap
at the end. Residents can purchase tickets at the Lauderdale County
Agriculture Extension Service office, from a Master Gardener or at the
door. For more information call Rachel Howell at 731-221-1800 or 221-1998.

Wreck jams up traffic off Cleveland Street
A three-vehicle crash on Tuesday around lunchtime backed up traffic on
Wal-Mart Drive. A Forked Deer Electric truck was hit by one of the two cars
that were also involved in the crash. A police report of the incident was not
available at presstime.ß

UT-Martin Ripley professor gets ACT award
ACT, the company respon-
sible for the ACT college
entrance exam, has named
Dr. Brian Donavant, crimi-
nal justice professor at the
University of Tennessee at
Martin, the 2019 Tennessee
ACT College and Career
Readiness Postsecondary
Champion. Donavant was
selected for his work on the

development of the ACT
preparation program at the
UT Martin Ripley Center.
The ACT College and

Career Readiness
Champion Award recog-
nizes students, educators
and professionals who both
support ACT’s mission to
promote education and
workplace success and

work to advance college
and career readiness in their
communities. The ACT
State Council in each of the
50 states and Washington,
D.C., select one champion
in each state for the high
school senior, K-12, post-
secondary and workforce-
professional categories.
Donavant helped develop

daylong ACT prep courses
taught by university faculty
that focus on test-taking
strategies for each of the
four sections on the ACT
exam. The UT Martin
Ripley Center offered the
course to all high school
juniors in the Lauderdale
County School System free
of charge and saw up to a

seven-point increase in
individual composite test
scores for participating stu-
dents. The program also
served as a structure for a
pilot summer professional-
development program for
local teachers taught by
doctoral-level university
faculty.
(See RHS, page 2) Brian Donavant



By  Mike Smith
State Gazette
Special to 
The Lauderdale Voice
A Dyer County man with a
lengthy criminal history has
been charged with three
counts of attempted 1st-
degree murder after three
people were shot last
Thursday afternoon.
Charged with the counts of
attempted murder is 45-
year-old Robert “Butch”
Bevis. The suspect was
apprehended, along with
Adrienne Karathanasis, 41,
after fleeing on foot from a
vehicle following the shoot-
ing. While Bevis has been
charged with all three
counts, Karathanasis was
released hours later after it
was determined she was a
witness, and not involved in
the shooting, according to
officials.
The Dyer County Sheriff’s
Office was dispatched to
the area, which is near the
Lauderdale County line,
and realized upon arrival
that three people were
reportedly shot, one female
and two males, on Earl
Carter Road. The female
victim, reportedly pregnant,
was allegedly shot in the
face. One of the male vic-
tims suffered a gunshot

wound to the head, while
the other received a gunshot
wound to his leg. After
being shot, the three vic-
tims reportedly managed to
drive to a residence for
help, despite their injuries.
Members of the sheriff’s

office quickly determined
the two suspects had
allegedly fled on foot and
into a wooded area off
Moore Road after ditching
a car on the side of the road
in a creek. While the DCSO
found shell casings at the
scene, as of late Thursday
night the weapon used in
the shooting had not yet
been found.
While the pair allegedly

attempted to elude authori-
ties, members of the DCSO
armed with assault rifles
ultimately took two people

into custody after a foot-
chase through a wooded
area approximately one
hour following the initial
call of shots fired.

Following his capture,
Bevis allegedly told law
enforcement he had swal-
lowed five grams of
methamphetamine, accord-

ing to Dyer County Sheriff
Jeff Box, and was transport-
ed to the hospital.  
“Right now we’ve got sev-
eral people out working on
the incident, but we were
able to file charges against
Bevis for attempted first-
degree murder,” explained
the sheriff. “Our guys had

such a great response time
getting out here and I
believe that’s why we were
able to apprehend them
both so quickly.”
The three victims, along

with Bevis, were transport-
ed to West Tennessee
Healthcare Hospital in
Dyersburg. Late Thursday

night, Sheriff Box acknowl-
edged all of the victims
were in critical condition
and were airlifted to
Regional One in Memphis.
The residence where the

situation unfolded appar-
ently had a Halls address,
but the location is in Dyer
County.
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John 3:16 
Jesus Saves!

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten son, that whosoever should
believeth in him should have everlasting life.

THE LAUDERDALE VOICE
PAGE 1 PLUS

Come see the GREAT DEALS during our

Valentine’s Day Sale

Bedroom Groups, Living Room Sets, Dining Room Sets
Check out these and many more GREAT DEALS

this week!

(Continued from page 1)
“The University of Tennessee’s land-grant mission means

that we reach beyond the campus and classroom to serve
local communities,” said Donavant. “Many students are
overwhelmed and intimidated by college entrance require-
ments, and we want to help remove these obstacles to their
dreams of a college education.” 

Shawn Kimble, Lauderdale County Schools
Superintendent, and Susan Farris, Director of Secondary
and Career-Technical Education for Lauderdale County
Schools, coordinated with Donavant on the project.

“Partnering with local teachers and administrators to
increase college-readiness and access to opportunities that
often seem unattainable is a unique privilege, and we are
excited for the milestones these students achieve,”
Donavant said.
Donavant developed the program while serving as interim
executive director for the UT Martin Office of Educational
Outreach, which has also offered the ACT prep course at
other locations through its non-degree programs. 

RHS students benefit
from ACT program

Shooting has connection to Halls area

Robert Bevis

Private Conner Morgan
graduates from 
Marine training
Private First Class Conner R. Morgan graduated
from Parris Island, S.C., on Jan. 25. He will contin-
ue his training in the United States Marine Corp as
part of the Motor Transport field. Morgan is a 2018
graduate of Ripley High School. He is the son of
Joseph Bendzus and Hollie Morgan of Ripley.
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Public Auction
PURSUANT TO T.C.A. 66-31-105 

ENFORCEMENT OF SELF STORAGE FACILITY LIEN.
Notification is given this date that the contents of the 

following warehouses will be sold to satisfy 
the owner's lien at Main Street Storage: 

799 East Main Street, Brownsville, TN 38012.
To be sold at 9:00 a.m. on February 26th, 2019..

B14   Jeremy Jones
B29   Wendy Taylor

C2   Brittany Holloway
C16   Jerry Sloan
D8   Marie Hobson
E5   Joshua Walk

106   Arberdella Somerville
114   Jessica Kennedy
137   Latosha Davis

146/553   Alma Batchelor
163   Dorothy Fouse
194  Barbara Byars
213   Tabitha Saxon
245   Antione White
343   Jared Lima

718   Jeffrey Snipes

Mont’s
Flower and
Gift Shop
has the

Valentine’s
gift you

are looking
for

Mont’s Flower and Gift Shop
321 Cleveland St., Ripley • 731-635-2361

www.montsflowers.com 

• Receive 10% Off Pre-Orders of $40 or
More when PURCHASED By Feb. 1st!!!
• We have Roses, Fresh Cuts, Rainbow Roses, Snack Baskets,

Singing Balloons, Spa Baskets, Candles, Bath Bombs, 
Stuffed Animals, Hand Made Soaps, Chocolates & More!

• Free Mylar Balloon with Orders Picked Up in Store 2/13 & 2/14!
• Free Delivery to Ripley Schools!

• Follow us on Instagram & Like our Facebook Page! 
We Post Specials & Updates Daily

Halls students Dress of Success
FBLA members at Halls High School sponsored a “Dress for Success Day”
during the National FBLA Week recently. Participants included, from left,
front row, Kyrah Glynn, Kianna Arnold, Samantha Phipps, Grace Fortune,
Taiveyell Nelson; ack row - Cedarius Halfacre, Tylan Patrick, Lonnie Arnold,
II, Fierra Pearson, and Adviser Cynthia Lacy-Janes.

Great effort leads Tigers
to win over Haywood

By Jay Heath
The Ripley Tigers played

what Coach Lonnie Starks
called “their best game of
the year,” to defeat their
rivals from Haywood, 64-
54, in the final game of the
regular season.
Senior Captain Jermaine

Bonds led the way with 29
points, while sophomore
Johnny Holcomb scored 14,
and Dalton Haislip added
10 as the Tigers pulled off
the season-defining win.

“We’ve played well in
Haywood the eight years
I’ve been in Ripley,” Starks
said. “These guys played
hard. It wasn’t our offense

or defense that won it, it
was just the fact that we
played so hard. They played
as hard as any team I’ve
ever had.”
Earlier in the week, the

Tigers fell to Covington,
75-57, despite 15 points
from Bonds and 16 from
Andre Banks. The Tigers
trailed by just three at the
half in that game.
“We’re getting closer to

Covington,” Starks said.
“We’d sure like to play
them a third time.”

For that to happen, the
Tigers will have to advance
in the district tournament,
as they were scheduled to

open the event on Tuesday
against Fayette-Ware. The
winner of that game will
advance to the semi-finals,
which begin for the boys on
Friday in Millington.
The Ripley girls lost to

Covington last week, 66-31.
They also fell to Haywood,
65-45, despite 11 points
from Ajah Washington and
12 from Zrica Robertson.
The girls were also sched-
uled to play in Fayette Ware
in the district tournament
opener. 

A win would send the
Lady Tigers to the semi-
finals in Millington starting
on Thursday.

Bonds fills it
up in win
over
Haywood
Ripley senior Captain
Jermaine Bonds poured
in 29 in last week’s 64-
54 win over Haywood
County.



One of the often over-
looked and most basic needs
of your body is drinking
water. According to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention some of the
health benefits of water
include keeping temperature
normal, lubricating and
cushioning joints, protect-
ing the spinal cord and other
sensitive tissues, and getting
rid of toxins in the body.  

Furthermore a person’s
body will need more water
when they are warmer (even
in the winter in warm
homes), more physically
active, running a fever or
are having diarrhea or vom-
iting.
Tips for drinking enough

water include carrying a
water bottle for easy access

while at work or running
errands, choosing water
instead of sugary drinks or
soda, and choosing water
when eating out to save on
money and calories. People
can add a lemon to water for
extra taste.  
Plain water has no calories
so it can help with weight
loss and managing a healthy
weight. It will also prevent
dehydration. Some of the
problems with dehydration
are unclear thinking, mood
changes and constipation.

Join the six-week Water
Challenge with the
University of Tennessee
Agricultural Extension
Office by calling 635-9551
or emailing Rachel Erwin at
rerwin@utk.edu for an
instant support group.  
The challenge will start

March 1.  There will be
weekly emails to remind
participants of the many
benefits of drinking water. It
takes 21 days to make a
habit so join the challenge
and encourage the habit.
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LAUDERDALE COUNTY
NEWS AND NOTES

Jay 
Heath
Publisher

Rose 
Heath
Business
Manager

Barbara
Heath
Secretary

Felicia
Halton
Production
Assistant

Jeff
Belton
Technology
Specialist

The Lauderdale Voice
(USPS 389-470) is pub-
lished every Wednesday
afternoon by JAYRO
Communications, LLC,
470 Washington St..,
Ripley, Tenn., 38063.
POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to The
Lauderdale Voice, P.O.
Box 249, Ripley, Tenn.,
38063. Periodical postage
paid at Ripley, Tenn.
Advertising deadline is

noon Tuesday prior to
publication date. Copy
deadline is noon Tuesday
prior to publication.

The Lauderdale Voice
will publish letters to the
editor but reserves the
right to ask for identifi-
cation, such as driver’s
license, and to edit or
reject any and all letters.
The publishers of The

Lauderdale Voice
reserve the right to edit
any and all copy submit-
ted for publication.
Office hours are 8:30

a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday;
and 9 a.m. to noon
Wednesday.
To schedule a photo-

graph, call the office any
time during office hours.
Staff of The Lauderdale
Voice will take photo-
graphs of newsworthy
events if notified ahead
of time.

The Lauderdale Voice
telephone number is
635-1238; fax number is
635-3394. The
Lauderdale Voice e-mail
is voicet@bellsouth.net

John 3:16
Jesus
Saves!
For God so
loved the

world, that he
gave his only
begotten
son.

Salvation is for
YOU!

Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, 
Romans 5:8, Romans 10:9,

Romans 10:13

Drinking water is key
to good health

Losing for Carl’s
Kids

by Exchange Club Carl Perkins Center

AllCare
Medical Clinic
Open Thru Lunch
Walk-Ins Welcome

313 Cleveland St., Ripley
635-6000 

Chris Hurt
State Representative

Call me at
1-615-741-2134

AGENDA FOR THE 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF
THE RIPLEY MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION
February 19, 2019
5:00 P.M., City Hall

I.   CALL TO ORDER - ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
QUORUM

II.  APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
III. NEW BUSINESS
A. Election of Officers
B. Text Amendment-Regulations for 

Small Cell Carriers
IV. OLD BUSINESS
V.  OTHER BUSINESS
VI. ADJOURNMENT

AGENDA FOR THE
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF
THE RIPLEY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

February 19, 2019
4:30 PM. City Hall

I.   CALL TO ORDER-ESTABLISHMENT OF A  
QUORUM

II. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
III. NEW BUSINESS
A. Election of Officers
B. Cindy Goodman Home Occupation Request

IV. OLD BUSINESS
V. OTHER BUSINESS
VI. ADJOURNMENT

Oh my goodness! Y’all are
not going to believe where
I’m sitting writing this arti-
cle. I believe I’m sitting in
the most comfortable
recliner ever! 

Right here in Criner’s
Furniture at 120 S.
Washington, you can find
Lazy Boy, Catnapper
recliners, sofas and large
appliances by GE, Hotpoint
and Maytag, TV’s, refriger-
ators, freezers, microwaves
and so much more. 
Rozelle Criner opened his

business Jan. 1, 1962, and
has been going strong since

then. He gives all the credit
to the good Lord above and
the super people of
Lauderdale County. Mr.
Criner has worked all of his
life and remembers back
during his high school days
of working at Stanley’s
Kitchen just right off where
our Square is today. He

believes in good quality
products and good service.
He delivers what he sells
and also does service work
on his products.  
Come by and check out

one of his locations on the
Square. You’ll be glad you
did. Now let me get back to
my nap.

From the Window
by Lee Johnston

Ripley Downtown Development
Executive Director

Criner’s profilled this week

Mary Ann enjoys 70th
birthday celebration
I want you to know how I
celebrated my glorious 70th
birthday. My actual birth-
day was Feb. 6, along with
my sister, Button Read. My
sister, Nyrita Alston, and
Marva Temple, my cousin,
called me to ask me to
attend a function at our
church on Feb. 9 and to
wear red. 
So on Saturday, I dressed

in my finest red suit with a
beautiful red hat and black
shiny beads which my
friend, Mrs. Elvirna Alston,
had given me for my birth-
day. My great nephew,
Trevon Anderson, had the
door open for me to enter
the darkened Dowell
Complex reception center.
As I was escorted in by
Nyrita and Marva, and the
lights came on, everyone
hollered out “Surprise!” I
stepped into the most beau-
tifully decorated dining
room that I had ever seen.
Then I saw the smiles on
my friends, family, church
members, neighbors, class-
mates, and relatives’ faces. I
felt so blessed. My daugh-
ter, Gladys, had worked
tirelessly for four days and
nights decorating this in
red, black, and silver.
The program started with a
welcome by Marva Temple.
The speaker was Tracy
Green. She was accompa-
nied by friends and cousins
she grew up with on the
Lane in Henning. She
talked about the wonderful
times they all had growing
up on the Lane. In those
days there was a wooden
fence in my front yard. 
Next was grace for the

meal by my son, Jamie
Jarrett. The meal consisted
of baked chicken and acces-
sories. My daughter had a
huge nurse cake made for
me decorated with stetho-
scope in red, white, and
blue. 
And then my Pastor, the

Rev. Joe Dowell, talked of
the Christian things I do on
my own for him, keeping
his refrigerator full of water
and Pepsi, making sure he
gets the weekly newspaper,
and keeping snacks in his
office. I had stated last year
at church that for my 70th
birthday, I wanted a party
and $70 from everyone.
Rev. Dowell promised his
$70 last year and he was the
first one to come through on
my birthday, followed by
my siblings and nieces.
Then it was my turn to

remark. My words to my
family were: stick together
as a family always. Always
love each other. When one
of us hurts or may be in

trouble, then we all are.
Love always, as well as
love your church family and
love our neighbors as our-
selves. Teach our children
our history. They need to
know. And finally, my
thanks went out to everyone
present. A dance followed
and picture taking. We all
stayed to help clean up. I
was escorted home by my
sister Nyrita, where I
opened my many gifts. And
may I say being age 70 is
very nice with activity of
my four limbs and a good
clean conscience 95 percent
of the time.

Mary Ann Jarrett is th for-
mer Mayor of Henning.

Henning 
Locals

by Mary Ann Jarrett

mailto:rerwin@utk.edu


The University of
Tennessee at Martin offers a
variety of financial aid and
academic assistance options
for military service mem-
bers transitioning into a col-
lege atmosphere.
The UT Martin Office of

Veteran Services provides
each enrolled service mem-
ber with counseling regard-
ing their federal veteran’s
affairs benefits, guidance
regarding financial aid
opportunities, academic
counseling and connection
to other available campus
resources. The Skyhawk
Veteran’s Association also
connects service members
with other student veterans
who can share their colle-
giate experience and under-
stand their transition.

“UTM is very veteran
friendly, and I have not met
anyone yet that would not
do what they could to help if
you are ever in need,” said
Michael Johnson, a sopho-
more currently living in
Greenfield. Johnson served
as a sergeant in the 188th
Steel Eagles Battalion at Ft.
Bragg, N.C., before return-
ing to West Tennessee. 

The Tennessee Higher
Education Commission
awarded UT Martin a 2018
Veteran Reconnect Grant to
improve prior learning
assessments for service
members. This assessment
process examines a veter-
an’s military training and
grants equivalent college
credit for skills obtained
during service, potentially
allowing student veterans to

complete their degrees
faster. As a result, all stu-
dent veterans have the
opportunity to submit mili-
tary training credits for stan-
dardized review toward
their current degree pro-

gram.
UT Martin also connects

student veterans with the
Office of Career Planning
and Development, which
provides career counseling,
resume workshops, mock

interviews and assistance
with job and internship
placements. 
The university is included

on the 2019-2020 list of
Military Friendly schools, as
designated by VIQTORY. 
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John 3:16
Jesus Saves

Arnold’s Drug Company
112 E. Main St., Halls, TN

836-7211 or 836-7224

ANIMAL CARE 
HOSPITAL

OF LAUDERDALE 
CO., LLC.

436 HWY. 51 N. • RIPLEY   
635-5200

February is 
Dental Awareness Month
Dentals-$75 Special

By appointment only

New Saturday Hours--
8 a.m. to Noon

Sanders Bed Bath and Bones

Hotel Stays, $25 for one pet,
discounts for multiple pets

Grooming, varies on breed, call for pricing
We will pamper your pet just like you do

Call 612-6955
@sandersbedbathbone

We have 
Gift Certificates
available for that
friend or family
member that

loves their pet!

AllCare
Medical Clinic
Open Thru Lunch
Walk-Ins Welcome

313 Cleveland St., Ripley
635-6000 

Thorntonʼs
Tax Service

Let us help you with your tax problems,
planning or preparation of your return.

We offer e-filing.
Hours:

Mon. - Fri. : 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. : 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

1145 Hwy. 51 N. • Ripley, TN 38063
731-635-2394

Dunavant is selected for honor
U.S. Attorney D. Michael

Dunavant was recently
elected a Fellow of the
Tennessee Bar Foundation,
an association of 868 attor-
neys across the state.
Invitations to membership,
which is a position of
honor, were extended to 24
attorneys this year by the
Board of Trustees. The
introduction of new
Fellows took place in
January at the annual
Fellows’ Dinner in
Nashville. 
The Foundation functions

with a two-fold purpose.
First, it honors attorneys
who have distinguished

themselves in the profes-
sion. The Bar Fellows are
limited to those outstanding
lawyers, judges and teach-
ers of law licensed to prac-
tice for a period of 15 years
who have demonstrated an
uncompromised dedication
to integrity and high per-
sonal and professional ethi-
cal standards; and made
outstanding and recognized
contributions to the legal
profession and to the public
good. 
“I am honored to be select-
ed as a Fellow along with so
many distinguished lawyers
and judges who have given
distinguished service to the

administration of justice in
Tennessee,” Dunavant said.
“The Tennessee Bar
Foundation is vital to pro-
moting the highest stan-
dards of the legal profes-

sion, and I look forward to
this unique opportunity to
support and participate in
its important mission.” 
Dunavant is a graduate of

the University of Tennessee
at Knoxville and the
University Of Mississippi
School Of Law, and has
been practicing law in West
Tennessee for 24 years,
including 11 years as the
District Attorney General
for the 25th Judicial District
of Tennessee and 11 years
in private practice.
Dunavant currently serves
as the United States
Attorney for the Western
District of Tennessee.

Mike Dunavant

UT-Martin program helps military service members



Feb. 17
Black 
history 
program at
New Hope
The annual Black History
program at New Hope
CME Church in Henning
will be held Sunday, Feb.
17, at 2 p.m. Special guests
include Pastor Howard
Homestory and
Redemption Christian
Church choir and members
of Memphis. The host
Pastor is Rev. Joe Dowell.

Sorority holds
Founders’ Day

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., Xi Lambda
Omega Chapter, will hold
its annual Founders’ Day
Celebration, marking 111
years of sisterhood, scholar-
ship and service, on
Sunday, Feb. 17, at 3 p.m.

at Family Life Fellowship
Church, 826 Anderson
Ave., in Brownsville. 

Nurturing
Congress
set to meet
The Lauderdale County

Baptist Nurturing Congress
will convene at St. Mark
Baptist Church in Henning
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb.
17, where Pastor William
H. Jarrett is the undershep-
herd. All congress churches
are asked to attend. Pastor
Robert T. Sims, Jr., is the
President.

Feb. 18
Group holds
Black
History
Movie Day
The Sophisticated Sista

Society will hold Black

History Movie Day on
Monday, Feb. 18, at 4 pm.
in the Dowell Complex,
350 Moorer Ave., in
Henning. Admission is free,
and there will be refresh-
ments and door prizes.

Feb. 19
Free 
computer
training
Free computer training for
brushing up on basics, copy
and paste will be held at the
Lauderdale County Library
on Tuesday, Feb. 19, at 10
a.m. Cal 635-1872 to sign
up by Feb. 15 as class size
is limited.

Feb. 21
Library starts
Lego Club
The Lauderdale County

Library has started a Lego

Club for children ages 7-12.
The first meeting will be
Thursday, Feb. 21, at 4:30
p.m. Legos will be avail-
able at the library. Parents
or an adult must accompany
the children participating.
Call the library at 635-1872
for more information.

Computer
training set
Free computer training on
R.E.A.D.S. ebooks and
audios will be held at the
Lauderdale County Library
on Thursday, Feb. 21, at 10
a.m. Call 635-1872 to sign
up by Feb. 20 as class size
is limited.

Feb. 23
Fort Pillow
holds hike
Fort Pillow State Historic
Park will hold its annual
four-miler, 15K and 25K
trail run, sponsored by the

Friends of Fort Pillow on
Feb. 23. Call Park Manager
Robby Tidwell or race
Director Baker McCool at
738-5581 for more infor-
mation.

March 2
Tomato
Festival
Pageants
The Lauderdale County

Tomato Festival Pageants
will be held Saturday,
March 2, with different age
groups holding pageants
starting from 10:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. in the Bank of Ripley
Performing Arts Theater on
the campus of Ripley High
School. The entry fee is
$30. The entry deadline is
Feb. 22. Call the
Lauderdale Chamber/ECD
at 635-9541 for more infor-
mation.

March 3-6

Macedonia
Baptist holds
revival

Macedonia Baptist
Church, 6950 Edith
Nankipoo Rd. in Ripley,
will hold its Spring Revival
March 3-6, with Sunday
night service at 6:15, and
Monday through
Wednesday at 7 p.m. There
will be different West
Tennessee Pastors preach-
ing each night. Scott Nelson
is leading worship. 

Also…
Microclinic
International
set to start
Microclinic International, a
free nine-week program to
help participants eat healthi-
er, enjoy exercises and reach
health goals, will be held
every Tuesday from 6-7
March 5 through May 14. 
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LAUDERDALE COUNTY
AREA NOTES & CHURCH CHIMES 

Joshua  15:13 And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh
he gave a part among the children of Judah, according
to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, even the
city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron.
We think that everyone wants to be young. Actually, I don’t think everyone wants to be
young. I think everyone wants to be 21. Ask a 5-year-old if he wants to be younger. No! No
5-year-old in the world wants to be anything but older, and a 6-year-old wants to be a 7-
year-old. A 7-year-old wants to be an 8-year-old, and on it goes until you get to 21. Then, at
22 something magically happens; we want to be younger than we are.  
So, what everyone wants is to be perpetually 21. Those under 21 want to be older. Those
over 21 want to be younger. The truth is that we ought to be happy where we are right now.
Truthfully, we want to be mature and we want to be strong. We ought not seek to be younger
or older, but simply to be strong where we are right now. We should enjoy the lot we have
in life right now and make the most of it by God’s grace and strength.  
Caleb is a wonderful example of a man who stayed strong. He seemed to be young because
he was simply doing what God wanted him to do and relying of God’s strength. He teaches
us three lessons.  
The first lesson is to accept your lot. We just need to accept our lot in life, the gifting, the
ability, and the opportunities that we have. Instead of wishing for more or less, we should
accept what we have been given. Proverbs 16:33 says, “The lot is cast into the lap; but the
whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.” God is in control, and even if we cast lots to
decide what portion of land we get in the land of Canaan, God is in control of that. Our lot
is something that has been given to us by God.  
Joshua 15:1 starts, “This then was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah.” In subse-
quent verses and chapters we find all the lots that had been given to the people of Israel, es-
sentially and ultimately, by God. Verse 13 tells us about Caleb and his lot. So, we ought to
accept our lot, to be grateful for our lot.  
The second lesson is to improve your lot. Just because a lot or portion has been given to
you does not mean you can’t improve what you have been given. Verse 13 says, “And unto
Caleb the son of Jephunah he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the
commandment of the LORD to Joshua, even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city
is Hebron.”  
So, he accepted his lot, but then he improved his lot. Verse 14 goes on to say, “And Caleb
drove thence the three sons of Anak.” Just because I have a lot, a certain portion of abilities,
gifts, opportunities, or background, does not mean that by God’s grace I should not improve
what I have been given.  My great, great grandfather, a farmer, was given a section of land,
360 acres, by the federal government in the Dakota Territory back in the 1860s because he
simply improved the land. The government would give people plots of land if they would
improve them. Now God has given you something, a portion. Improve what you have been
given.  
The third lesson is to ask for more. I don’t think it is wrong to do that. Accept your lot in
life, improve your lot in life, and then it may be that you can ask God for more if you do it
with a submissive heart. That is what Caleb’s daughter did. She said, “Give me a blessing;
for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And he gave her the
upper springs, and the nether springs.” As long as we are content where we are, there is
nothing wrong with asking, “Lord, would you please expand my vision, expand my oppor-
tunities, expand my ministry?”  
In any event, we don’t need to seek to be younger or older, but we need to seek to be
stronger and have that strength as long as God gives us breath. We should be content with
what we have, improve what we have, ask for more if that is what God wishes to give, and
seek God’s grace just as Caleb did. Caleb was a man whose strength at 85 was undiminished
in many ways from when he was 40 because he trusted God with his whole heart.

This devotional is part of a series called “First Light,” pro-
vided by the Bill Rice Ranch in Murfreesboro, Tenn. It is writ-
ten by Will Rice, IV.

Phone: 635-580; Fax:635-0663
118 Halliburton Dr., Ripley

www.ripleyhc.com

590 Hwy 51 N 
Ripley

635-5070

OLYMPIC
STEAKHOUSE

475 Highway 51 N 
Ripley, TN

635-1313

Connell 
Body Shop
665 S. Washington
635-2292

Thornton’s Furniture
1145 Hwy 51 N., Ripley

731-635-2392
Open: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon-Fri
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday

We’re Still Here!
B&T Body Shop

We can help you with all
your body shop needs!

Phone (731) 836-9000
Cell (731) 694-4793

Email: btbodyshop@bellsouth.net
880 Industrial Rd., Halls, TN 38040

(731) 635-1230
“Touch-Tone Teller” 635-6147
134 N. Jefferson St. • 514 Hwy. 51 N.

Washington Street
Member FDIC                               Equal Housing Lender

ARNOLD’S
DRUG CO.
112 E. Main St.

Halls
836-7211
Garner 

Funeral Home
365 Lake Drive 

Ripley
635-1271

Criner Furniture
and Appliance

635-2921
On the Square in Ripley

Fast Lube
1168 Hwy. 51 Bypass N., Ripley

635-8700
Open Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. to noon
101 Marvin Drive

Off Hwy. 209 N., Ripley

Stay Strong

McDonald’s
Restaurant

315 
Asbury

Ave.
Ripley,

TN
635-3200

www.americareusa.net
ripley@americareusa.net

BROOKS A. HARRIS, O.D.
FAMILY OPTOMETRY

192 SOUTH WASHINGTON - RIPLEY
731-635-3026

• VISION & EYE
HEALTH

• CONTACT 
LENSES

• GLASSES
We Care for People...Not Just Eyes

Supporting Christianity
www.BiblicalReliability.com

A Cut Above 
Tree Care

Licensed & Insured
•Tree Trimming      • Tree Removal
• Stump Removal  • Storm Clean Up

FREE ESTIMATES in COUNTIES:
Dyer • Lauderdale • Crockett • Haywood
For ALL YOUR TREE NEEDS Call on Us!
Chris 731-413-8420 / Bill 731-603-1192 /

Off. 731-635-9010
Also: For All Your LAWN CARE Needs 

Call Franz @ 731-612-3377

Graphic 
Expressions

See Gannon and Wendy Davis 
731-419-3059

1243 Hwy. 51, Suite 2, Ripley
Now in the back of Olympic Plaza



The recent news of law
enforcement officers killed
or injured in the line of duty
over these past few weeks is
sickening, alarming, and
overwhelmingly frustrat-
ing. It is a stark and sober
reminder that every day
hundreds of thousands of
men and women across this
country, police officers,
deputy sheriffs, state troop-
ers, special agents, put
themselves in harm’s way
to keep us safe.  
With the recent dramatic

rise in assaults, ambushes,
attacks, and murders of
police officers, there is
good reason for them to feel
threatened and become
hyper-vigilant. And now
more than ever, there is an
urgent call for all
Americans to respect and
support law enforcement. 
In 2018, 144 law enforce-

ment officers made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of
duty, a 12-percent increase
compared to 2017. FBI data
shows that firearms-related
fatalities were the leading
cause of officer deaths last
year, and a significant num-
ber of those deaths were the
result of premeditated or
unprovoked attacks. 
Backing law enforcement

is a high priority and critical
mission for us. Law
enforcement is a noble pro-
fession and one that
demands respect. Police
officers are the thin blue
line that stands between
law-abiding people and
criminals, between order
and lawlessness. They pro-
tect our communities, and
by enforcing our laws, they
enable those communities
to flourish. 
I believe it is one of the

highest callings of my job
as United States Attorney to
call attention to the success-
es of law enforcement and
to encourage our fellow cit-
izens to support police offi-
cers in their difficult and
dangerous work.
The police officer is the

very personification and
embodiment of the
Executive Branch of any
government, federal, state,
or local. Law enforcement
officers have taken an oath
to faithfully execute and
enforce the laws of our
cities, counties, states, and
nation. They are literally
the business end of where
legislation meets the peo-
ple.  
As the Tennessee Supreme
Court has so aptly
observed, “Police officers
are society’s problem-

solvers when no other solu-
tion is apparent or avail-
able.”

Yes, we expect law
enforcement officers to do
all these things, all at once,
and while earning a pay-
check that is equal to only a
fraction of their true worth
as public servants. And, we
also expect them not to die
in the line of duty. But, trag-
ically, they do. Police offi-
cers have extensive train-
ing, but they are human.
They run to danger when
everyone else is running
away.
All too often critics of law
enforcement talk about
police officers like they are
the problem, instead of the
solution to crime. Those
who feel sorry for criminals
and seek to excuse or even
celebrate their lawless, anti-
social, and immoral behav-
ior now engage in danger-
ous rhetoric to encourage
people to “resist” all forms
of authority, including law
enforcement.  
In fact, there is a whole

social movement which has
co-opted the term to
encourage persons to defy
and ignore laws and poli-
cies that they don’t like, and
to actively oppose any
attempts by law enforce-
ment to enforce those laws.
The cognitive dissonance is
staggering, and it’s danger-
ous. This is wrong, and it’s
a slander of the honorable
men and women in law
enforcement. This slander
must to stop, and it must
stop right now. 
This rhetoric, unfortunate-

ly, has consequences. It dis-
courages cooperation with
law enforcement, making
us less safe. And it can even
encourage violence. It’s no
surprise, then, that we see
rising levels of violence
against law enforcement.
Today we are facing trou-

bling new challenges. Our
law enforcement officers
are being asked to do more
with less, and it is putting
their lives at risk. In addi-
tion to their conventional
crime-fighting responsibili-
ties, our officers are on the
front lines facing an
increase in violent crime, a
rise in criminal gangs, the
threat of terrorism, an
unprecedented drug epi-
demic, and cultural trends
that too often show a dis-
turbing disrespect for the
rule of law. Yet, there are
fewer officers on the street,
and other precious
resources such as training
and equipment dollars are

also being cut as a result of
smaller budgets. At the
same time, we have seen
law enforcement be con-
stantly attacked, malicious-
ly targeted, and unfairly
maligned. And as recent
events show us, there is
now a more brazen criminal
prowling the streets of
America, and our law
enforcement officers are
uniformed targets for these
criminals. These trends can-
not be allowed to continue,
and we must meet them
with a firm resolve and
effective measures.      
Here in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, we partner with our
federal component law
enforcement agencies to
promote proven and effec-
tive best practices in polic-
ing, professionalism from
all levels and ranks, and
respect for law enforcement
within the communities that
they serve. And as federal
prosecutors, we will not tol-
erate malicious acts of vio-
lence against law enforce-
ment. We will aggressively
prosecute any assault or
murder of a police officer in
violation of federal law, and
bring the full weight and
power of the government to
bear to hold offenders
accountable. 
The most important thing

that any government does is
keep its citizens safe, and
that means we must all sup-
port, respect, and honor
those who protect us every
day. A few practical sugges-
tions: Call on your local and
state elected leaders to ade-
quately hire, fund, train,
and equip police officers in
our communities.
Encourage victims and wit-
nesses of crime to report,
come forward and cooper-
ate with police investiga-
tions. Teach your children
to respect and comply with
proper authority in our soci-
ety, especially police offi-
cers. Reject and condemn
hostile and divisive anti-
police rhetoric. Go out of
your way to give an encour-
aging word of thanks and
appreciation to an officer
for their service. And pray
for the families and depart-
ments of officers killed in
the line of duty.   
It takes courage to wear a

badge for even one day. It
takes even more courage to
respond to a robbery call, to
engage a dangerous sus-
pect, or to confront a terror-
ist. But for police, that’s just
part of the job.
My office is proud to stand
with law enforcement as

they continue to do this
honorable work. We will
always have their back and
they will always have our
thanks.

D. Michael Dunavant is
the United States Attorney
for the Western District of
Tennessee.
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John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he

gave his only begotten son that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish but have everlasting life.

ashport bottom
"Gifts as rich as it’s name!”

Shop Local in Ripley!
In a Store that is Unique to this area
Free Gift with $10 purchase, now

through Valentine’s Day
Valentine’s Day Special
Special reduced Purses and Jewelry

123 W. Jackson Ave. 
on the Squre in Ripley, TN 38063

TAX TIME
IS HERE

Let us help 
you with all 
the changes

Getting a refund?? Try 
Direct Deposit 

into your account 
or a bank product check.

We now accept
debit and credit

cards!
No appointments necessary 

Our hours are:
Mon. - Fri.   8 a.m. ~ 5 p.m.

Sat.   8 a.m. ~ 12 noon

Wardʼs Inc.
171 Hwy. 51 S. • Ripley, TN

635-3772

We Take All Medicare Part D 
Prescription Plans.

We also fill 3rd party insurance prescription plans.

Pneumonia and Zostivax 
(shingles) vaccinations 

available.

Arnold Drug Company
112 E. Main • Halls, TN

836-7211
“Locally owned and operated since 1962”

Flu vaccines
now 

available

Dunavant asks for support of law enforcement
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LAUDERDALE COUNTY
CLASSIFIEDS

CDL-A DRIVERS 
Looking for A Great 

Opportunity to Call Home?
Call JST, LLC about our 

Round Trip, Flat-bed, and Container.
GREAT Pay!

Health Insurance!
Excellent Home Time!
Call (731) 903-4054

Ripley Meadows 
Apartments

(located at 271L Gay Street, Ripley, TN 38063)

Now accepting applications for 
1, 2, 3 & 4 BR ground floor apts.
1 BR units available for elderly and

disabled individuals.
Rent is based on income

When applying, bring birth certificate, Social Security
cards, picture identification, and proof of income.

We are an equal opportunity provider and employer.
(731) 635-5141 Office

(800) 545-1833 ext. 339 TDD

WANTED:
Secretary
with strong 

organizational and computer
skills, telephone etiquette,
communication abilities, 

writing skills, courteous, and
attention to details.

Days are M – F, 30 hours
weekly

Pay commensurate with ability
Send Résumé to P. O. Box 84,

Halls, TN  38040
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Ripley Meadows First
Addition Apartments

(located at 271L Gay Street, Ripley, TN 38063)

Now accepting applications for 
2 & 3 BR ground floor apts.
Rent is based on income

When applying, bring birth certificate, Social Security
cards, picture identification, and proof of income.

We are an equal opportunity provider and employer.
(731) 635-5141 Office

(800) 545-1833 ext. 339 TDD

Lauderdale Apartments
392 Cherrydale Dr., Halls

731-836-5031 or 731-836-5015, fax
Contact management, Fred Smith

Now accepting applications
for 1 and 2 bedrooms.
Housing Vouchers

Accepted
Financed through Rural Development.

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer & lender.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lauderdale County E911 District will

meet at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, February 18, 2019 

@ 132 Dodge Drive, Ripley, TN 38063.   
Larry McCoy, Chairman
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John 3:16
Jesus
saves!

Driver Needed
for Hutcherson Metals, Inc.

Inquire at 731-836-9435

Call Chris or 
Andrea today!

1970 Dr. Hall Rd., Halls
Beautiful 2 story home on a hill in a beautiful
country setting.  Lots of detail work on this
house.  Large pond on back of property.  7
workable acres of farmland.  Large living room
and a den.  Master bedroom is downstairs with
2 additional bedrooms upstairs, each having
its own bathroom.  Loft area at top of stairs
overlooks the family room.

Beautiful 2-Story
601 W. Tigrett, Halls

Nice older 3 bed, 2 bath brick home in the Heart
of Halls. Tons of character throughout this
charming home. 12-foot ceilings in all living

areas. Extra den for all your gatherings. 
Nice quaint backyard with porch just off

kitchen. With a little TLC, this could be the
home of your dreams!

This could be your
dream home!

175 Double Bridges Rd., Halls
Tons of Space in this beautiful 

3 Bed, 2 Bath property located in
Lauderdale County, between Halls

and Dyersburg. Call Today!

Tons of Space

113 S. Hall St., Halls
Unique opportunity on the

edge of Halls. Tons of 
potential with this

property. Call Today!

Unique 
Opportunity

Andrea
Hartman
Newman,
Affiliate
Broker, 

(731) 676-
0828. Office (731) 612-5462

Chauhan, Smith named top
students by Exchange
The Lauderdale County Exchange Club held its bi-
monthly meeting Feb. 7 at the Carl Perkins Center.
The Students of the Month were Devrajsinh
Chauhan, center and Hailey Smith, right. They are
pictured with Annette Sanders-Long. Chauhan is
the son of Kamlesh and Archana Chauhan. He has
a 3.76 grade point average, and has been an active
member of the National Beta Club and now serves
as adjunct official. He was also part of the FBLA,
serving as Vice President. He placed third on the
regional level for Advertising and Media, and then
represented Ripley High School at State. He is
alos a member of DECA. After graduation, he will
attend Tennessee Technological University in
Cookeville, majoring in Computer Science. He
hopes to work for Google some day. 
Smith is the daughter of Lee and Lisa Smith of
Halls. She has been in HOSA for four years, and
an office aide for one year. She is taking the CNA
class this semester to start her nursing career.
She is CPR certified. She was nominated for
Who’s Who as Most Outgoing. She plans to attend
Dyersburg State Community College, majoring in
nursing. She hopes to be an RN. She plans to also
attend the University of Tennessee at Martin to get
her Bachelor’s degree.

RHS announces ROAR winners
Ripley High School ROAR winners this week were
caught helping other students, working hard on
difficult assignments, and returning homework on
time. Those chosen included Ashlee Evans,
Megan Reynolds, Kaleb Crook-Rogers, and
Kenyon Hill.

The Curve Community
Center has changed the
monthly meeting date to the
third Thursday of each
month. This month’s meet-
ing will be Feb. 19 at 7 p.m.
All people interested in the
future of the center are wel-
come to attend these meet-
ings.

For those interested in
exercising with a group,
there are two classes at the
center. The day class is
Monday, Wednesday, and

Friday from 9 a.m. until 10
a.m., and the night class
meets Monday and
Thursday nights from 6:30
until 7:30 p.m. There is no
charge and anyone can
attend.
On March 16, there will be

a ceramic painting class at
the center beginning at 9
a.m. Participants must pre-
register and pay a deposit to
attend. For more informa-
tion, call 413-8659 or 731-
671-5525.

Curve Community
Center changes meeting



Obituaries Transfers

Marriages

10  The Lauderdale Voice, Wednesday,February 13, 2019

Anniversary

Birthdays

John
3:16 

Rentals 
Available
Volunteer 

Mobile Home Park
Under new ownwership

Rentals starting at
$385/Month

Call Today to See if 
You Qualify
Chris Hurt

Hurt Land and Realty
731-460-0336

chrishurt@bellsouth.net

www.premdent.com
731-663-9999

Jim Buckner deeds lot in
District 14 to Claude T.
Knecht
Susan T. Tucker deeds

71.42 acres in District 1 to
First Tennessee Bank Na,
TR, Elizabeth T. Caldwell
Living Trust, and Susan R.
Tucker Benefit
Clinton Neal, TR, Wade

Neal Revocable Trust, Sarah
Neal Revocable Trust deeds
lot in District 1 to William
M. Harmon and Brenda
Lynn Harmon

Feb. 9
Priscilla Terrell
Feb. 14
Austin Sanders
Feb. 15
Justin Ford
Jared Stanfield
Janet Steelman
Feb. 16
Caydon Tucker
Jessica Hickman
Seth Overton Douglas
Aurora Austin
Feb. 17 
Dr. B. Wayne Dudney
Feb. 18
Rose Heath
Dustin Smith
Feb. 19
Wayne Barnard
Feb. 20
Jace Young

Feb. 14
J.C. and Billie Anne
Hendren
Mike and Amy McBroom
Feb. 15
Troy and Jonie Coley
Feb. 19
Eugene and Katie Pugh
Feb. 20
Chuck and Tracy Morris
Sonny and Martha Vaughn

Antonio Douglas
Thompson, 29, of Ripley to
Tempestt Nicole Thomas,
27, of Ripley
Kenneth Dewayne Shaw,

46, of Ripley to Wanda
Dianne Lyons Weeden, 54,
of Ripley

Billy Franklin Adams
Billy Franklin Adams, 80, a retired employee of the

Cotton Mill of Dyersburg, of Friendship, died Sunday, Feb.
10, at West Tennessee Health Care of Dyersburg. Services
will be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 14, at Halls
Funeral Home with Bro. Mike Lunsford officiating, with
burial in Friendship Cemetery.
He leaves his wife, Betty Jean (Beasley) Adams; two

daughters, Paige (Tim) Beasley and Lamar Anne (Glen)
Weaver, both of Dyersburg; two brothers, James Adams of
Dyersburg and Danny Adams of Halls; and three grandchil-
dren, Sayre Williams, William Beasley and John Beasley;
and four great-granchildren, Rebecah Jackson Dustin
Williams, Jr., Benjamin Williams and Hope Williams. He
was preceded in death by a brother, Edward Adams; and a
sister, Carolyn Riddick.

Arthur “Big Al” Alford
Arthur “Big Al” Alford, 85, laborer/welder, of Henning,
died Sunday, Feb. 10, at his home. Services will be held at
noon on Saturday, Feb. 16, at Bluff Creek Baptist Church in
Pheba, Miss., with burial in Bluff Creek Church Cemetery.
Currie’s Funeral Home has charge.
He leaves his wife, Rebecca Alford of Henning; four sons,
Eddie Alford, Arthur Alford Jr., and George Alford, all of
Ripley, and Robert Starks of Pheba, Miss.; three daughters,
Rochelle Alford of Henning, Ella Williams and Georgia
Alford, both of St. Louis, Mo.; three brothers, Eddie Ray
Alford and George Alford, both of Chicago, Ill., and Travis
Posley of Kinnesaw, Ga.; four sisters, Clara English, Rena
Thurmond, and Nancy Little, all of Chicago, Ill., and Idia
Amos of Tibbee, Miss.; 23 grandchildren, 74 great-grand-
children, and five great, great-grandchildren.

Kenneth Wayne Childress
Kenneth Wayne Childress, 72, of Ripley, died Wednesday,
Feb. 6, at his home. A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m.
on Wednesday, Feb. 13, at Garner Funeral Home in Ripley.
He was a construction worker for Childress Construction
Company and served in the Army National Guard.
Mr. Childress leaves a granddaughter, Gracie Childress of
Ripley. He was preceded in death by a son, Ashley Childress.

Billie Joy Douglas
Billie Joy Douglas, 85, of Ripley,

died Monday, Feb. 4, at her son’s res-
idence. Services will be held at noon
on Thursday, Feb. 14, at First United
Methodist Church in Ripley, where
she was a member, with burial in
Ripley Memorial Gardens. Garner
Funeral Home has charge.
Mrs. Douglas was the first employee at Universal Electric
in Ripley working as an executive secretary. She was an
aide at Ripley High School, and also worked with her sister,
Bobbie Ann Douglas, at B’s Fabrics and Laundry for many
years. She was also an avid golfer at Rolling Hills Country
Club and Tiger Woods’ biggest fan.
The widow of B.B. Douglas to whom she was married for
62 years, she leaves a son, Dan Douglas (Brenda) of
Ripley; a sister, Bobbie Ann Douglas of Ripley; seven
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

Mrs. Laverne Maxwell
Mrs. Laverne Maxwell, 68, seamstress, of Covington, died
Friday, Feb. 8, at Magnolia Creek Nursing Home and
Rehab in Covington. Services will be held at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 16, at Covington Assembly of God.
Thompson’s Mortuary has charge.
She leaves two sons, Steven Littles of Brighton and Kevin
Maxwell of Washington; four sisters, Carolyn Paris Duncan
and Beauton Paris, both of Ripley, Rose Baker Stanfield of
Covington, and Linda Paris of Phoenix, Ariz.; four broth-
ers, Larry Paris of Covington, Randy Paris, Eugene Paris,
and Glenn Paris, all of Ripley; and seven grandchildren.

Margaret Vivian Smith
Margaret Vivian Smith, 78, of Ripley, died Saturday, Feb.
9, at her home. Halls Funeral Home has charge. She was
employed in food services at West Tennessee State
Penitentiary.
She leaves her husband, Jessie L. Smith; a daughter,

Bettina Hoggard of Ripley; two sons, Rickky Sweeten of
Hemit, Calif. and Donald Sweeten of Ripley; a sister,
Elizabeth McNally of Oklahoma City, Okla.; a brother,
Clifford Batchelor of Boise, Okla.; two grandsons, John H.
Smith and Jesse Sweeten; and a great-granddaughter, Marie
Smith. She was preceded in death by her sons, Carl
Sweeten Jr. and Ronald Sweeten.

Lois Ward
Lois Ward, 83, homemaker, of Halls, died Friday, Feb. 8,
at West Tennessee Healthcare Dyersburg Hospital. Services
were held Sunday, Feb. 10, at Halls Funeral Home with
burial in Antioch Cemetery.
She leaves a daughter, Tammy Lewis of Halls; four sons,
Ricky Ward, Randy Ward, Rodney Ward, and Robbie Ward,
all of Halls; 11 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren, and
three great, great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Ted Ward; a son, Ronnie Ward; a sister,
Frances Serratt; and a brother, Eugene Garner.

Extension
announces
ag meetings
The Lauderdale County

Agriculture Extension
Service announced several
upcoming meetings. 
The Lauderdale County

Row Crops Training meet-
ing with a University of
Tennessee Extension
Specialist, will be Thursday,
Feb. 14, at the Tennessee
College of Applied
Sciences. The meeting is for
Lauderdale County farmers
an agri-business personnel.
Specialist will give updates
on several areas including
weeds, insects, diseases,
marketing, crops and CST
trials. The meeting starts at
9 a.m. Certification/CCA
points will be awarded.
Lunch is provided. Call JC
Dupree, Jr., at the Extension
office at 221-1800 for more
information.
The UT Cotton Focus

meeting will be Feb. 15 at
the West Tennessee
Research and Education
Center, at 605 Airways
Blvd. in Jackson.
Registration beings at 8
a.m., and the conference
starts at 8:25 a.m. Topics
include auxin herbicides use
and regulation, bollworms,
cotton variety selection, dis-
eases and economic factors.
Chemical Pointss will be
awarded, and lunch is pro-
vided.

The Farm Legacy
Workshop will be held Feb.
21 at the University of
Tennessee at Martin Ripley
Center at 9 a.m. The confer-
ence theme is “Planning
Today for Tomorrow’s
Farms.” Call the Extension
Service at 221-1800 to reg-
ister by Feb. 19.
UT Dicamba Training will
be held Monday, Feb. 25, at
the TCAT-Ripley with regis-
tration starting at 8:30 a.m.
The training is a requirement
for all farmers who plan to
use the new dicamba formu-
lations. Call Dupree at 22-
1800 for more information.
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